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The Mediterranean as a Zone of Conflicts
Paul Balta
Understanding that the Mediterranean is a region whose most well-known specificity is
the existence of conflicts, Paul Balta’s article revises the principal antagonisms and their respective
causes, distinguishing between the conflicts that have their origin in the distant past and those
which are characteristic of the second half of the twentieth century. On one side are the
inherited conflicts from the past and their links to the three monotheistic denominations
which weigh in the imagination of the peoples. The inheritances that mark Mediterranean
societies recall the denominational fractures among Christianity, Judaism and Islam, as well
as the schisms between the Catholic and Eastern Orthodox camps and the Sunnis and the
Shiites.  Highlighting these types of clashes are the Arab-Israeli dispute, the conflicts in ex-
Yugoslavia, and ethnic-religious antagonisms like the existing one between Greece and Turkey.
On the other hand, among the open and potential conflicts characteristic of the second half
of the twentieth century the author mentions those inherited from the colonization era
(fundamentally territorial in nature), those belonging to community (for example, Lebanon)
and minority issues (Kosovo, Basques, Corsicans, Kurds and Berbers), and those stemming
from the appropriation of Islam for political ends and the lack of respect for Human Rights
and religious beliefs,  economic disparities, demographic and emigration concerns, the turf
struggle over control of natural resources such as petroleum, gas and fresh water, and the effects
of the rivalry between Europe and the United States in the Mediterranean region.
Construction of the State and the Risks of Its Destruction
Alain Joxe
Nowadays, the danger of war and insecurity in the Mediterranean countries is
dependant upon existing fracture lines within states moreso than it does upon the risk
of armed inter-state confrontation. Internal instability is related to, according to Alain
Joxe, the end of  Russian-American strategic bipolarity in the Mediterranean, inasmuch
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as the subsequent changes brought about in the international system have impacted on
the Mediterranean political societies and on intra-state violence. Though the Mediterranean
represents a place where antinomies exist between the economies of the North and
South, the policies of Europe and the United States, and matters belonging to civilisation
-  Islam, Judaism, the Christian world and the modernist secular tradition, the intrusion
of the great systems of world power via the globalising economy causes ruptures in local
societies and leads to the weakening of the states. In order to create a system of security
in the Mediterranean, it is therefore necessary to apply a critical method that discards
cultural and historical stereotypes, looks again at the supposed successes obtained by
the different peace agreements, and identifies the negative aspects of economic
globalisation. Such a method must be accompanied by the objective of  forcing negotiations
to take place among the true actors in Mediterranean society –the states– and also among
the other ethnic, linguistic or religious entities, large organisations like the EU, NATO
and the Arab League, and commercial groups and business leaders who must integrate
themselves in a regimented international economy.
State Building, Modernization and Political Islam: 
The Search for Political Community(s) in the Middle East
Gamal A. G. Soltan
To appreciate the dynamics involved in identity formation and re-formation is the
key to understanding the processes by which nation and state building in the Middle
East have adapted to modernization and political Islam. Soltan affirms that four identities
–primordial, national, regional and universal– cast the basic scope of Middle East politics.
And these, far from facilitating a national consensus or healthy coexistence in each
country, have instead found that they interact in an arena of the remnant of the colonial
period –the territorial state, whose legitimacy must not only be measured by the commitment
to serving much broader Arab or Islamic interests, but whose moral and ideological
grounds for existence are often ironically disguised in the supra-national rhetoric of
nationalists.
The specificity of the Middle East, that is to say the pace and form of its development,
the rise of diverse fundamentalist movements, and the historical significance of the globalization
process on identity formation, has not benefited greatly by Euro-centric analyses from
the modernization school. Thus, the author contends that, just as scientific and
technological progress continues to set the pace of modernization in the Middle East,
needed also is a more comprehensive socio-political approach to fully understand the
region’s people’s search for political community in greater terms than security if three
challenges are to be met -democratization, economic development, and bringing peace
and stability to the region.
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Security and Political Stability in the Mediterranean
Antonio Marquina
The author revises with a critical eye the treatment given the issue of security during
the Euro-Mediterranean process from the Declaration of Barcelona to the Conference at
Malta.  According to Marquina, no idea of security exists which gives backbone to the
Euro-Mediterranen process and the documents themselves contain incoherencies and
significant imprecisions, especially regarding the concepts of cooperative security,
preventative diplomacy and ‘good neighbor’ relations. These principles appear to be rather
underexplained in both their conceptual and operative aspects. On one hand, the information
about matters that affect security is exchanged on both a voluntary and official basis and
can be, as such, thus opaque and not always reliable; on the other hand, the issues that
affect security are so wide-ranging that the operative approach - the communications
network, mechanisms for early-warning, the conciliation and peaceful resolution of
controversies - seems hardly realistic.  With respect to confidence-building measures, the
author considers that these should be linked to arms control agreements, which are more
in accord with the stated objectives of defense sufficiency and the non-proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction.  Marquina also maintains that the role of civil society and
the importance of cultural dialogue - both fundamental to conflict prevention - have not
been reinforced even though the principal problems of security in the region are due to
structural imbalances –military, economical, political– and, precisely the disparities among
cultures.  In this sense, the EU states might consider putting forward unilateral policies
that restrict such disparities, provided that a certain reciprocity of policy is put forth from
the southern states in the Mediterranean.
A Strategy for Conflict Prevention 
and Management in the Mediterranean
Abdelwahad Biad
The author states that the conflicts in the Mediterranean are put down to inter-
related factors –frontier disputes, ethnic-cultural rivalries, low-intensity violence– that
make them appear to be “intractable conflicts”, specific to the area, and to which it can
not be automatically applied the model of conflict prevention and management that
marked East-West relations during the Cold War. But the author’s analysis goes farther:
Biad argues that the initiatives of conflict prevention and management have not done
well because of the inadequate definition of objectives (Euro-Arab Dialogue, CSCM,
Mediterranean Forum), as well as for the discrimination against some of the southern
members and the lack of clearly identified principles and rules for a security dialogue
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(WEU, NATO, and the OSCE). The Barcelona Process appears to offer a much broader
framework as it does underline the need for common action in the prevention of conflicts
based on the principles of transparency and sufficiency. Nevertheless, after an analysis of
both which focuses on the military dimension of security, the author reminds us that the
Barcelona Declaration does not include institutional mechanisms for the application of
these principles.
Northern European Perceptions of the Barcelona Process
Richard Gillespie
The northern member-states of the European Union endorsed the Euro-Mediterranean
Global Partnership relatively late in its gestation, and with some reluctance.  None the
less, their participation in the Barcelona process reflects an increase in interest and concern
among the northern states in relation to the southern Mediterranean.  While the nation-
state remains fundamental to perceptions of interest, it is useful up to a point to generalise
about northern and southern outlooks on the Euro-Mediterranean process within the
EU.  The traditional ‘trade versus aid’ divergence  between northern and southern European
states over their preferred means of supporting the development of North Africa has
become less pronounced, but has not disappeared.  The northern European states are
particularly keen to fulfill the economic objectives of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership,
and in some respects may be better placed than the southern Europeans to encourage
North African states to pursue the political objectives of the process, involving liberalisation.
The EU as a whole has an economic doctrine which is being exported through the Euro-
Mediterranean Partnership, but so far neither its northern nor its southern member-states
have managed to formulate a political strategy for the promotion of democratic values.
Europe-Arab Economic Relations: 
Balance of a Quarter Century 1973-1997 
Bichara Khadar
Since 1973, commercial relations between Europe and the Arab world have been
determined by the variable of energy.  Bichara Khadar asserts that such relations are not
born of interdependence since the southern countries are subsidiary recipients of the
technology, equipment and services of the industrialised world.  This article studies the
Euro-Arab economical exchanges in this the last quarter of the century, revises the agreements
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made between the EU and certain Arab countries, and then proceeds with various prospective
reflections. The author’s analysis makes evident the fact that the EC is the principle
commercial partner of Arab countries who are, in turn, dependent, one-product exporters
maintaining vertical relations with Europe, a fact verified by the low level of inter-Arab
commerce.
With respect to Euro-Arab economic relations in the future, Khadara considers
that these will be determined by a set of conjunctive factors: the evolution of the regional
Arab system and each State’s maintenance of internal and external security;  the developments
in the Arab-Israeli Peace Process; the evolution in petroleum prices; the Arab States’
capacity to attract foreign investment, mobilise the “emigrated Arab capital”, and take
in local savings; and finally, the degree of dynamism, diversification and integration of
Arab economies.
Human Rights in the Countries of the Southern Rim
Laura Feliu
After practically all of the southern-rim countries of the Mediterranean gained their
independence, the process of national construction has been predicated on authoritarian
regimes. These regimes justified both the use of force against political opposition and the
limits on rights and liberties on the need for maintaining the unanimity of the people
which had manifested itself during the struggles for liberation from the colonial yoke.
Towards the end of the 1980s, the regional and international context seemed to presage
a very much longed for opening-up of the political scene after some of these countries
(Tunisia, Algeria and Jordan) initiated a series of movements that pointed to their
democratisation.  The posterior evolution of events has crushed those hopes in every case,
and only Morocco and Jordan (each with their respective limitations) appear to have
evolved towards a softening of repression.  The excuse put forth from the collection of
states in the region to justify the step backwards is the existence of two threats  they must
act with forcefulness before:  the threat of Islamic “fundamentalism” and the desire of
certain groups to boycott the on-going Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process
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The Central American Crisis and the Construction 
of a New International Order in Latin America
Manuel Montobbio
The author claims that the 1980s saw the emergence of Latin America as a subject
within the international system. The first signs of this new dynamic were seen in the Latin
American solidarity during the War of the Malvinas and in these countries’ coordinated
efforts before the debt crisis and its negotiations.  The definitive push came about as a
result of the attempts to create a regional solution, thus paving the way for a qualitative
leap forward to take place in the foreign policies of Latin American countries.  By the
1990s, this tendency would lead towards the creation of a regional security system based
on cooperation and shared sovereignties, secured frameworks of regional economic integration,
and the consolidation of the processes of political transition.
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